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was popular. There was a magnetic quality about him that
attracted goodwill. Considering the conditions of his
entrance, his prodigious and dazzling success and ad-
vancement, it would not have been surprising if he had
roused sentiments of envy which would have found
expression in detraction and even calumny.- Moreover
he was a Jew, proud of his race and never backward in
justifying his pride. There was nothing cringing about
him, When he presided at the banquet given in May, 1900,
by the Ancient Order of Maccabaeans to his namesake
the Hon. J. A. Isaacs of Melbourne, he did not omit to lay
emphasis on the fact that they both belonged to " one of
the most ancient and noble races in existence." There
were times when this boast would have been regarded as a
challenge of defiance and roused feelings of resentment,
but happily those days are past. Still it is remarkable
that, despite these strong racial and religious sentiments
running counter to the views and prejudices of the general
community, the popularity of Mr. Rufus Isaacs with the
members of his own profession never wavered and accom-
panied him throughout the whole of his legal career. It
must be attributed, it may be imagined, to that good temper
and sense of humour which never seemed to fail him at
every period of his life. He was also entirely free of that
assumption of superiority which so many ordinary members
of the Bar put on to the supreme degree of superciliousness,
and which, perhaps, explains the surprise with which his
never-failing popularity among the juniors was often
regarded.

There was one important event in his early life that
claims notice. In 1887, at the time of his being called
to the Bar, he married. The lady was Alice Edith, third
daughter of Albert Cohen, merchant of the City of London ;
and the marriage proved supremely happy. What his
mother had been to him in the earlier period of his life, his
wife became in the later stages. It may be that age had
not altogether toned down his old impetuosity, and that
the restraining influence of a woman's mind often exercised
a beneficial effect on his ardour. He has never failed